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So called Development

The future of India's wildlife has never been
grimmer. Peaple around the country wildlifers,
lawyers, young activists, journalists have written to us
citing how forested India is being ripped apart by a mire
of infrastructure projects and violence that destroyed all
that is sacred and special. A mesh of highways, dams,
mines and other 'development' projects has spread like
mange across India's green life support system. Adding
insult to injury is the burgeoning demand for wildlife
products catered to by a well-oiled poacher's network in
cahoots with a thimbleful of villagers living near
forests. From the Himalaya to the lush forests of
southern India and from the Thar desert to the rain
forests of Northeast, our wilderness areas are being
attacked fuelled by the misguided notion that profits
today at the cost of tomorrow amounts to development.

- Sanctuary Asia - October 2010
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